ABSTRACTS

Abstracts should contain the following information:

Background:  The most essential information for "Background" is identifying the specific purpose for this particular study or the question that this study is designed to answer.  Remarkably, a clear statement of specific purpose was missing from many abstracts for the Spring 2012 symposium.  
· There should be an evident connection between the purpose/question stated the "Conclusion."  

· Broader goals for the laboratory (e.g., "We hope to understand the mechanisms of breast cancer") are not relevant here.  An abstract is not a grant proposal.  

Methods:  Methods should sketch the fundamental experimental design, including basic features such as sample size and experimental control.  Ideally, this section provides the structure for describing result.
· A list of specific tools/materials/techniques is neither necessary nor appropriate unless the purpose of the study involved testing particular tools.  Technical specifics can be left for the main text of a written paper or for question-and-answer during a meeting presentation.  

Results:  "Results" are not the same as "conclusions".  This section should summarize actual observations or data, preferably organized in the same order as presented under "methods." 

Conclusion:  The conclusion should be able to stand alone as a meaningful statement.  
· The conclusion should not be a restatement of "results" but should directly and meaningfully address a specific purpose or answer a specific question, as posed in "Background."
· Statements without substantial content (e.g., "Our results demonstrate the need for further work in this area") should be avoided.
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