





New Breast Center
Faculty Welcomed

EX ~"Z o }E E- is the n¢
director of the Side-by-Side
program. She received her
Ph.D. in Counseling Psychology

SIMMONSS

from Texas Tech University. In
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

addition to an interest in general e
mental health and wellness,
she has a special interest in
health psychology. She has
worked with individuals with a
variety of health issues such as

cancer, chronic pain, spinal cord injury, fertility concerns, and

bariatric surgery candidates. Her research interests also lie in
the area of health psychology; particularly regarding coping
and adjustment to illness or disability. Dr. Borders joined
the Division of Behavioral and Psychosocial Oncology at the

Simmons Cancer Institute in September 2011. She is delighted

to be a part of the team at the Simmons Cancer Institute, as

she believes that serving and supporting cancer patients and
their families is vitally important. Dr. Borders closely covers the

Breast Center and has a special interest in providing for the

emotional needs of women and men with breast cancer and

other health issues.

EX D PZv hase jdined
the faculty at Southern lllinois
University School of Medicine as
an assistant professor of internal
medicine and a member of the
Simmons Cancer Institute at SIU.
Previously, Desai was on the
hematology and oncology staff
at Central Maine Medical Center
in Lewiston (2008-10) and on the
medical staff of Northern Maine
Medical Center in Fort Kent (2004-08).
She completed a three-year fellowship in hematology and
oncology at North Shore University Hospital in Manhasset,
N.Y., and her residency in internal medicine at North Shore
University Hospital in Forest Hills, N.Y. (2004, 2001). Desai is
board certified in hematology and medical oncology and in
internal medicine. She is a member of the American Society of
Hematology, the American Society of Clinical Oncology and the
American College of Physicians.




Susan G. Komen for the Cure
Leadership Conference

hristine Carver, nurse practitioner at the SIU Breast

Center, was invited to attend the Susan G. Komen
Leadership Conference on March 24 — 26 in Ft. Worth,
Texas. This was an enlightening and invigorating conference
regarding breast cancer treatment advances. Collaboration
and advocacy to achieve the goal of reducing breast cancer
incidence and mortality was featured in many of the sessions.
Development and use of community profiles to determine how
Komen can help meet the needs in the local community was
also addressed.

Since the Susan G. Komen organization was started, more
than 610 million dollars has been given for breast cancer
research. Komen is the largest private donor of research
funds for breast cancer. This includes 24 million dollars
toward creation of the BRCA gene testing and 24 million
toward treatment for triple negative breast cancers. Only
government organizations provide more funding for breast
cancer research. Sixty five million was given for research in
2010. SIU currently has funding for 2 research projects. One
research study involves microRNA , estrogen and the effect
of Tamoxifen. The other study is researching a mechanism to
block gene expression which would stop the growth of breast
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cancer tumors.

Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure has resulted in
1,600,000 runners raising additional funds. Seventy five
percent of the funds raised by the Race remain in the local
community. Nationwide a total of 93 million dollars has
been left in communities for educational programs, outreach
events, and direct services for women and men including
600,000 clinical breast exams and screening mammograms
and 90,000 diagnostic tests. Food and housing supplements
were provided to 40,000 persons and 48,000 have received
help with emotional and psychological issues related to their
diagnosis. SIU and the local community have benefited from
Komen Race funds to purchase supplies for the “Just for You”
Salon and for the W.L.S.E.R. Support Group.

Wrap-up

For more information about the Breast Center at SIU,
visit our website at www.siumed.edu/breastcenter
or call 217-545-7432
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