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G0180
Physician Certification of home health plan of care: physician certification services for Medicare-covered home health services under a home health plan of care, including contacts with home health agency and review of reports of patient status required by physicians to affirm the initial implementation of the plan of care that meets the patient’s needs, per certification period.  This code is used for the INITIAL certification of the home health plan of care.

G0179
Physician Re-certification of home health plan of care:  physician re-certification services for Medicare-covered home health services under a home health plan of care, including contacts with home health agency and review of reports of patient status required by physicians to affirm the initial implementation of the plan of care that meets the patient’s needs, per re-certification period.  This code is used AFTER a patient has received services for 60 days (or one certification period) and the physician is re-certifying another 60 days of home health care.

Both G0179 and G0180 are charged out at $90 and have .6 RVUs.  Medicare reimbursement runs around $53 for G0180 and $41 for G0179.

Documentation and Billing Requirements

· Physicians billing for this service must be the physician responsible for providing the initial certification or re-certification and are required to sign “Form 485” provided by the home health agency.

· The final rule authorizing physician payment for certification and recertification did not specify documentation requirements.  Physicians should at least retain a copy of the signed “Form 485” (home health plan of care), signed interim or telephone orders, or any reports of patient status used to determine the need for certification/re-certification of the patient.

· The Medicare provider number (box #5) of the home health agency and the name of the home health agency (box #7) must be provided on the SIU charge ticket.

· The date of service should be the “from” date in box #3 on Form 485.   This box indicates the date range for the home health service 60-day period.  The “from” date is the first date of the certification or re-certification. 

· You may want to create a separate charge ticket for reporting of these services due to the additional information that must be captured in order to process these charges in our system. If you are interested in billing for these services, please contact your coding staff representative for more specific instructions.
Questions regarding this Coding Alert can be directed to Greta at 545-7876 or gryan@siumed.edu
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