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Previous research has been mixed in examining the stability of victim status over time, with some authors finding stability and others not, perhaps because of differences in methodology.  In addition, previous research has demonstrated that anxiety is related to later victimization whereas reactive aggression and externalizing behaviors are related to bullying.  Little is known about precursors to victimization from preschool age, thus, the purpose of the present study is to examine behavior problems at age 5 as predictors of self-reported victimization at ages 10-17 years.  85 five-year-old children (40 boys, 45 girls) were tested as part of the Southen Illiniois Twins & Siblings Study (SITSS; DiLalla, 2002).  At age 5, each child participated in a 20-minute peer play activity with a same-age, same-sex peer, and parents rated them on internalizing and externalizing behaviors using the Child Behavior Checklist (CBCL).  Play was videotaped and later coded by trained, reliable coders for victimization behaviors. These behaviors were separated into physical and relational aggression.  When children were ages 10-18 years, they were mailed and asked to complete a series of questionnaires that assessed their experiences with bullying and victimization and parents completed the CBCL.  Analyses showed that physical victimization was stable across time for the sample, but relational victimization was not.  Boys showed more physical victimization at age 5 and at follow-up than did girls, but there were no sex effects for relational victimization.  CBCL scores significantly predicted relational victim status, with 75% of cases correctly classified, but prediction of physical victim status was not significant.  The present study demonstrated that victimization in early to middle adolescence shows some stability from preschool age and is predictable from both internalizing and externalizing problem behaviors.  These findings are important for identifying children who are at greatest risk for adolescent victimization.

