
From the outside, Lindegren Hall looks like any other
university building on SIU’s Carbondale campus. Before
now, there were few clues that the life sciences building
housed the world of medicine for first-year students. 

That all has changed
thanks to the generous
donation of a stained
glass panel depicting
the Aesculapius, the
ancient symbol of med-
icine, which is now the
focal point of the lobby
of Lindegren. 

The panel, designed
by Yukio Nomoto, an
SIU graduate student in
curriculum and instruc-
tion, was fabricated
over the course of two
months by Homer Han-
son, M.D. Dr. Hanson
and his wife, Amber
Hanson, B.S.N., donated
the art to the School.

“Originally we com-
missioned the work
from Dr. Hanson,” says

Sara Merideth, the School’s Year One Curriculum Coordi-
nator, a former patient of the pediatrician. “But he and
Mrs. Hanson were very generous and decided to donate
the piece.” 

Merideth, along with Jacqueline Scolari, Ph.D., recog-
nized the need for a medical marker for a glass case in the
building’s foyer. “For a long time, we’ve wanted to have
something that let people know they were in the School of
Medicine,” says Dr. Scolari, assistant professor in curriculum
affairs in Carbondale. “The panel is wonderful addition.” 

The Hansons even helped deliver and hang the 18-

pound panel to the Lindegren lobby. “We’re both gradu-
ates of Southern Illinois University, and we love to sup-
port it,” says Mrs. Hanson. The couple’s generosity previ-
ously had extended to the medical school’s Springfield
campus with the donation of circa 1920s surgical tools.
“The tools were the property of the physician who deliv-
ered me,” says Dr. Hanson. 

Dr. Hanson has been creating works of stained glass
since his retirement from the Carbondale Clinic in 1977,
where he was a pediatrician for more than 20 years. He
has created numerous pieces, even decorating the win-
dows of his garage door with stained glass musical notes.

At a reception in the Lindegren lobby, Dean and
Provost Dr. Dorsey praised the work of Dr. Hanson, the
first board certified pediatrician in southern Illinois. “This
exemplifies the kind of relationship that I hope will con-
tinue not only between members of the local medical
community and the School of Medicine, but also with the
community at large. We are very grateful.” ■
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Center, look at the stained glass panel during a reception at Lindegren Hall.
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Dr. Dorsey talks with the Hansons.
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