
FROMTHE FOUNDATION DIRECTOR

Greetings from the SIU Foundation office in Springfield, and thank you for being part of SIU

School of Medicine.

I have enjoyed meeting many new people and hearing their stories since beginning work here

in July. I’ve also had the opportunity to talk to various civic organizations. I love having the op-

portunity to share the good news of how important the School is to central and southern Illinois

and explaining how the School continues to grow and flourish.

As our friends know, Camp COCO has made a difference for hundreds of children with can-

cer and other blood disorders. The special care campers receive from the pediatric staff at SIU

School of Medicine and other area health professionals, as well as the efforts of the many volun-

teers, come together to create a memorable week for the campers. The 2007 Camp COCO

Golf Charity Golf Outing held each June benefits Camp COCO.

The 2007 Denim and Diamonds Benefit Gala, held in September, was also a great success.

The funds raised provide support for the SimmonsCooper Cancer Institute at SIU School of

Medicine. Your partnership with the Institute will help accelerate the growth that is critical for

its success.

These events would not be possible without the generous support of our sponsors and volun-

teers, and we are deeply grateful for these partnerships.

Individual giving is playing an even greater role in helping the School of Medicine continue to

meet its mission of assisting the citizens of central and southern Illinois. Each of us defines who

we are, in part, by what is important to us. Through our personal philanthropy, we create our

personal legacy.

I look forward to meeting all our friends of SIU School of Medicine. Please feel free to call

me at 217-545-6447 or e-mail dcase@siumed.edu if you are interested in meeting or if you have

any questions about the School and our programs. I hope that you will join me in support of the

SIU School of Medicine.

Sincerely,

Deborah Case
Director, SIU Foundation

DDeebboorraahh CCaassee jjooiinneedd SSIIUU SScchhooooll ooff MMeeddiicciinnee iinn JJuullyy aass ddiirreeccttoorr ooff tthhee SSIIUU SScchhooooll ooff

MMeeddiicciinnee FFoouunnddaattiioonn.. DDeebboorraahh hhaass mmaannyy yyeeaarrss ooff eexxppeerriieennccee iinn ffuunnddrraaiissiinngg,, wwiitthh ppaasstt

ppoossiittiioonnss iinncclluuddiinngg sseerrvviinngg aass sseenniioorr aassssoocciiaattee ddiirreeccttoorr ooff mmaajjoorr ggiiffttss aatt NNoorrtthhwweesstteerrnn

UUnniivveerrssiittyy--FFeeiinnbbeerrgg SScchhooooll ooff MMeeddiicciinnee iinn CChhiiccaaggoo,, ddiirreeccttoorr ooff ppllaannnneedd ggiivviinngg aatt PPaarrkk--

llaanndd CCoolllleeggee FFoouunnddaattiioonn iinn CChhaammppaaiiggnn,, ddiirreeccttoorr ooff ddeevveellooppmmeenntt ffoorr tthhee CCoolllleeggeess ooff LLiibb--

eerraall AArrttss aanndd SScciieenncceess,, EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg aatt TTuullaannee UUnniivveerrssiittyy iinn NNeeww OOrrlleeaannss.. AA nnaattiivvee ooff

JJoolliieett,, IIllll..,, DDeebboorraahh eeaarrnneedd hheerr mmaasstteerr’’ss aanndd bbaacchheelloorr’’ss ddeeggrreeeess aatt OOhhiioo SSttaattee UUnniivveerrssiittyy..

SShhee iiss aa mmeemmbbeerr ooff tthhee AAssssoocciiaattiioonn ooff FFuunnddrraaiissiinngg PPrrooffeessssiioonnaallss aanndd CCoouunncciill ffoorr AAdd--

vvaanncceemmeenntt aanndd SSuuppppoorrtt ooff EEdduuccaattiioonn.. 
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SIU School of Medicine has sur-

passed the goal set by  The Southern

@ 150 campaign.  

In 2002, the School of Medicine

was given a goal to raise $13 million

for the campaign. As of August, gifts

and pledges total more than $13 mil-

lion.

“Thank you for your gifts,” says

Deborah Case, director of the Foun-

dation at the School of Medicine. “I

hope that you will join me in contin-

ued giving to the School of Medicine.

Our gifts not only help support re-

search and education but celebrate

our partnership with the SIU School

of Medicine.  Together with faculty,

staff and students, we are helping

build a world-class institution in cen-

tral-southern Illinois.”

The Opportunity Through Excel-

lence Campaign for Southern seeks

to raise $100 million to support peo-

ple, programs, and places of South-

ern Illinois University Carbondale.

“Southern @ 150: Building Excel-

lence Through Commitment”—

known as the “blueprint” for the uni-

versity — inspired the campaign. 

The SIU Department of  Physiology received a gift

of  $100,000 to establish the Dr. Varadaraj Chan-
drashekar Memorial Assistantship Supplement En-

dowment. Dr. Chandrashekar, who died in 2006, was

a professor in the department for 24 years and was a

dedicated researcher in the field of  reproductive en-

docrinology. 

His wife, Dr. Padma Chandrashekar, presented the

endowment gift in memory of  her husband. Alumni, faculty and friends re-

member Varadaraj well as a dedicated researcher, a strong colleague, men-

tor and good friend. 

Dr. Chandrashekar encouraged students in their medical research, and

the endowment will carry on his work and vision. Earnings from the fund

will be used for awarding supplemental funds for assistantships for students. 

By providing funds in perpetuity, the endowment will serve as a continu-

ing reminder of  Dr. Chandrashekar’s life’s work and commitment.  

This year’s Camp COCO golf
outing got a little wet, but the rain
at the event, held June 22 at the
Piper Glen Golf  Club in Spring-
field, did not dampen spirits of  the
sponsors and golfers, who raised
approximately $37,500 for Camp
COCO.  
Although the weather forced a

cancellation of  the morning flight,
167 participants golfed in the after-
noon or received a voucher for fu-
ture play. A cookout lunch,
on-course games, door prizes, a
silent auction and golf  awards
made the afternoon even more fun
for the participants. Campers
Meghan Heisler and Dalton
Trader told the golfers about their
fun times at Camp COCO. Cater-
ing was provided by Bentoh’s and
Robert’s Seafood.
The “Cooler Guess Raffle” was

back again this year. Players paid to
guess the number of  golf  balls in a
cooler. Golfer Bob Albracht was
the winner and took home the
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Karen Reynolds
putts while Val
Roberts and Mary
Aiello look on. 

cooler, golf  balls and other prize items
in the cooler.
Thanks to everyone who partici-

pated in this year’s golf  outing. Plans
are already under way for the 2008
golf  outing scheduled for Friday, June
27 at Piper Glen Golf  Club. To be a
sponsor or volunteer, call the SIU
Foundation office at 217-545-2955
weekdays.

COCO golf outing raises $37,500




