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EDUCATION 

 

1990-1994 Bachelor of Science in Biology with Distinction, American University 

of Beirut, Lebanon 

1994-1998     Medical Degree, American University of Beirut, Lebanon 

 

RESIDENCY 

 

1998-2001 Pediatric Residency, State University of New York, Health Science     

Center at Syracuse, Syracuse, NY 

 

FELLOWSHIPS  
 

2001-2004 Pediatric Cardiology Fellowship, Washington University/St Louis 

Children’s Hospital, St Louis, MO 

 

2004-2005 Pediatric Interventional Cardiology Fellowship, Washington   

University/St Louis Children’s Hospital, St Louis, MO 

 

EMPLOYMENT 

 

07/2012 - present    Division Director of Pediatric Cardiology, Associate Professor in 

                                Pediatrics, Southern Illinois University School of Medicine 

07/2005-present   Medical Director of the Pediatric Echocardiography Laboratory, St 

       John’s Hospital, Springfield, Illinois 

 

07/2005-present   Medical Director of the Pediatric Echocardiography Laboratory,  

       Memorial Medical Center, Springfield, Illinois 

 

07/2014-present   Adjunct Associate Professor in Pediatrics, Division of Pediatric 

        Cardiology, Washington University School of Medicine 

 

01/2015– present  Associate Chair of Pediatric Specialty Services, Southern Illinois        

                              University School of Medicine 

 

07/2005-07/2012     Division Director of Pediatric Cardiology, Assistant Professor in    

          Pediatrics, Southern Illinois University School of Medicine       

 

07/2005-12/2011  Adjunct Instructor in Pediatrics, Division of Pediatric Cardiology,  

        Washington University School of Medicine 

 

01/2012-07/2014   Adjunct Assistant Professor in Pediatrics, Division of Pediatric 



 

        Cardiology, Washington University School of Medicine 

 

 

CERTIFICATION/LICENSURES 

 

2004       Missouri active 

2005       Illinois active 

 

BOARD CERTIFICATION 

 

2001      American Board of Pediatrics 

2004      American Board of Pediatric Cardiology 

2008      Recertification American Board of Pediatrics 

2011      Recertification American Board of Pediatric Cardiology 

 

ACADEMIC/HOSPITAL COMMITTEES 

 

2008-present       St John’s Children’s Hospital Strategic Planning Committee 

2008-present       Pediatric Advisory Group 

2009-present       SIU Pediatric Residency Recruitment Committee 

2009-present       SIU Pediatric Residency Promotion Committee 

2009-present     Resident Clinical Competency  

2009-present     Leadership Group Committee 

2013-present     Children’s Hospital Board Committee  

2013-2014     Pediatric Chairmen Search Committee  

2014-present     Department Comp Plan Committee    

2015-present     Pediatric Promotion and Tenure Committee 

 

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 

 

1998-present       American Academy of Pediatrics 

2005-present       American College of Cardiology 

2005-present       Illinois Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics 

2005-present       Sangamon County Medical Society 

2005-2009           American Heart Association 

2009      Fellow at the American Academy of Pediatrics 

 

 

 

GRANTS 

 

2004                    $ 2,000 Grant from the Fraternal Order of the Eagles to partially fund 

     research in Tissue Doppler Imaging of the heart. Research mentor    

     Angela Sharkey, M.D. 

 

 



 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

 

1995                   Epidemiological study, mentor Iman Nuwayhid, M.D., MPH: Noise     

Pollution at the Beirut International Airport. The study aimed at 

assessing the effects of noise pollution on the airport personnel and the 

residents of the surrounding areas. Results presented at the American 

University of Beirut public health awareness day 

 

1998           Epidemiological study, mentor Iman Nuwayhid, M.D., MPH: 

Completion and Importance of Death Certificates in Lebanon. The study   

addressed the issue of whether the completed death certificates were 

detailed enough to be used for research purposes 

       

2003-2005          Application of Tissue Doppler Imaging technique to the pediatric   

patients post correction of congenital heart defects (surgical or 

transcatheter), in an attempt to diagnosing diastolic dysfunction 

noninvasively. Research partially funded by the Fraternal order of the 

Eagles 

 

2004-2005          Recurrence and factors associated with branch pulmonary artery stenosis  

post stent placement.  Retrospective study that looked into the rate of 

neointimal hyperplasia and its associated risk factors post stenting of  

branch pulmonary arteries 

 

2004    Post heart transplant coronary arteriopathy: Risk factors and rate of  

occurrence in the pediatric age group. Coronary disease evaluated by   

angiography and intravascular ultrasound  

 

2007-present C3PO multicenter study investigating outcomes and complications after   

pediatric cardiac catheterizations 
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June 2005, given yearly to the pediatric residents 

 

2005 Cardiac Emergencies. SIU, July 2005, given yearly to the pediatric 
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Hospital, Springfield, IL. May, 2007 

 

2007 Sudden Death in Athletes. Clinical Pediatric Update for the Primary Care 
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2012 Cardiac Defects in Genetic Syndromes, CME Dinner, Springfield IL, 

September, 2012 

 

2012 NICU Division Clinicopathology Conference – A Newborn with 

Tachypnea, SIU, November 2012 

 



 

2013 Identification of Critical Congenital Heart Disease in the “Normal” 

Newborn: Role for Pulse Oximetry Screening. CME Dinner Event. 
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1990 Graduated from high school with Honors, received the Lebanese 

Baccalaureate with distinction 1990 

 

JOURNAL REVIEWS 

 

Guest Reviewer for: The Annals of Thoracic Surgery 

 

LANGUAGES 

 

Arabic, French and English 

 


