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Inattentive caregivers without
proper supervision. Who can check up
on what's going on at the house? It can be
family who's close by or even a hired
"watchdog." Either way, it's important
that there is some oversight happening.

Hiring caregivers on your own
withoutthinkingofall the
management, tax and liability issues.
While hiring someone on your own may
seem like a good way to get quality care,

there is a business side to things that you
may not really want to deal with.

Veterans Aid and Attendance
ben efitsonly cover med ic al
expenses, not household help. If all
you need is help around the house now,

then it is too soon to seek VA benefits for
care.

aware that qualifying for Medicaid can be
tricky. When the time comes for Medic aid,
you want to be sure it's available to you.

Mixing up your finances and bills
with your child's. If accounts,
income or credit cards get intertwined
between you and your children, it can
lead to big problems.
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Wearing down your spouse or kids if
they are the caregivers. Caring for a loved
one can be physically and emotionally
exhausting. Are your loved ones able to
handle the responsibility and physical
demands?

Gifting to kids, when it is actu ally
payment for care, may jeopardi ze
future Medicaid options. Most people are

Theft by caregivers. Sadly, this is
all too common -- which is why
proper supervision is so important.

Home Healthcare Pitfalls

The following is a list of 13 things to watch out
for when deciding whether or not to have
home healthcare.

"Under the table" cash payments can
cause a lot of problems down the
road. They can jeopardize future Medicaid
benefits, aren't deductible as medical expenses
and expose you to the possibility of an IRS audit
for lack of payroll tax withholding.

Lack of liability insurance for the
actions of caregivers. If, for example,
there is a car accident involving the
caregiver while on the job, lack of liability
insurance could jeopardize your financial
security.
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Doing finances on your own if you a re
too sick to give it proper attention can
lead to a greater risk of falling for sca ms,
misuse of funds by others or unpaid bills.

A child who is "helping" but ends

fairly common. Before allowing a child

up using your money unwisely for
I I their own purposes. Sadly, this is

to help, consider that child's personality
and their track record of responsibility.
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A "moocher" relative offers to live
with you, but in reality is not much
help. Just like No. 4 above, before hiring a
relative to help, take into consideration
why they would be a good caregiver. Don't
just give them the job because they're
related to you.

Jealous siblings - One child does all

paid for providing care, but siblings

the caregiving, but is not paid for it --
and this is perceived as unfair, which
causes problems. One child is getting

think that is unfair -- and that causes
problems among your children.

Deciding on what type of care will be best is a
difficult process. We help people with issues of
aging and elder law everyday. Give us a call at

217-726 -

9200,0oremail Tarinaat

tarina@edwardsgroupllc.com, to see how we may
be of assistance to you or your loved ones.
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